
Diploma & BSc(Hons) in Rural Development by Distanc e 
Learning (Level 8) 

 Points to note 
You do not have to have completed your Leaving Certificate or have other prior educational 
achievements  

Like many adults you may want to study for a recognised qualifications but feel restricted 
because of distance, cost and time  

350 adults have earned the Diploma over the last 12 years and 65 adults have gained a BSc 
degree over the last 4 years all studying from a distance  

The diploma is 100% continual assessment so no exams for the first two years.  

This course will provide you with the knowledge and skills to manage all aspects of local / 
rural development  

 Funding Issues 
You may qualify for some fee support under the Leader Programme or other development 
organisation in your county  

It should be noted that under existing legislation, students may obtain tax relief at the 
standard tax rate for fees paid for this degree programme. Grants and bursaries may also be 
available to students  

The programme is supported by the Department of Community, Equality and Gaeltacht 
Affairs 

 

 

 

Then consider registering with UCC for a 

 

 

 

¥ DO YOU WISH YOU HAD A UNIVERSITY DEGREE, BUT DID NOT 
HAVE THAT OPPORTUNITY?  

¥ ARE YOU INVOLVED IN, OR DO YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT?  

¥ WOULD YOU LIKE TO STUDY IN YOUR OWN TIME, WITHOUT 
GIVING UP YOUR WORK? 

¥ WOULD YOU BE PREPARED TO ATTEND A WEEKEND WORKSHOP 
FOUR TO FIVE TIMES DURING THE ACADEMIC YEAR WITH 
OTHER MATURE STUDENTS FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY? 

!

Diploma in Rural Development (2 years) 

Bachelor of Science in Rural Development (BSc RD Hons) 
(a further 2 years) 
!



Course Description 

The course is offered on three levels  

Level 1  is the Diploma in Rural Development by Distance Learning. On completion of Level 
One students have the option to graduate with the Diploma or progress to the degree phase 
of the programme  

Levels 2 & 3  represent two years' further study to degree level 

Course Aims  

!  To introduce you to the rural development policy framework 

!  To enable you to develop a broad based knowledge of the theoretical field of rural 
development 

!  To equip you with the skills to manage rural development activities such as 
community/area analysis, area planning, enterprise and project management  

!  To equip you with skills in the main aspects of management and marketing for 
rural and farm based enterprise  

!  To equip you with skills to combat social exclusion in rural areas. 

!  To prepare you to avail of employment opportunities with both rural and local 
development organisations in your own area 

This programme is an honours B.Sc degree (Level 8) and is a collaboration between 

the four constituent universities of the National University of Ireland. The degree is 

delivered by UCC, UCD, UCG & NUI Maynooth. 

Provisional Timetable for Diploma Year 1 (2010/2011 ) 

Introductory workshops and orientation: Weekend of the 1st & 2nd  of October in UCC, 
including an introduction to rural development policy, study skills workshop, campus tour 
and library / e-library workshop. 

Workshop 2: Developing Rural Resources, Weekend of the19th & 20th of November in 
UCD 

Workshop 3: Community & Rural Development January 14th & 15th 2011 in NUI Maynooth 

Workshop 4: Social & Economic aspects of Rural Areas, February 25th & 26th, 2011 in 
UCG 

Workshop 5: Rural Enterprises & Rural Development, April 8th & 9th 2011 in UCC 

Workshops usually commence at 4 pm on a Friday afternoon and conclude at 5pm on 
Saturday 

 For further information please contact : 
Dr Mary OÕShaughnessy  
Department of Food Business & Development  
2nd Floor, 
OÕRahilliy Building 

!


